FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
appeared in the anti-Semite paper. La Libre Paroley on ist
November, with the comment that guilt had already been fully
proved: " he has confessed all, and absolute proof exists that
he sold our secrets to Germany. But, as he is a Jew, every effort
will be made to hush up the case. Unfortunately in peace time
his offence is not punishable by death." The next day came
the further tit-bit that the writer had also provided foreign
governments with the names of his comrades engaged in secret
missions abroad. On 3rd November a list was given, begin-
ning with Judas, of various Jews guilty of dishonest deeds, with
the comment that " the affair of Captain Dreyfus was but an
episode in Jewish history: the race was cursed." The Intransi-
geant of 4th November accused the " carelessness, stupidity and
bad faith of the Minister for War," General Mercier, who
" had made himself the traitor's accomplice by trying to mini-
mize the importance of the case," and pointed out that Dreyfus
was a gambler needing money, and that, if he wasn't, he had
sold the papers out of mere hatred of France. On ^th November
the same paper said Mercier was " a pasteboard General "
who ought to be shot, and that the President of the Republic
was an idiot (une mouli) for having let him take office.. On the
6th the Libre Parole said the real culprit was " the Minister
for War, familiar with every form of low dealing, guilty of
having entrusted State secrets to a Jew." It went on to
denounce the lack of courage of the Government before " the
great Jewish plot that would hand over the country a captive,"
and upbraided them for not taking, " with war imminent, the
necessary measures for public safety, even if a few innocent
were to suffer with the guilty. Well did the Tsar know what
he was doing when he excluded Jews from his empire." On
the 7th the same paper accused the same minister of having
suspected Dreyfus for months, and added fresh charges to
those already levied against Dreyfus. On the same date
La Croix, the ultra-Catholic paper, announced that " a Jewish
officer had been providentially arrested." The Intransigeant of
the 8th said Dreyfus would probably be released and " would
proceed to Germany to take a post in the army there," and a
little later the Libre Parole announced that a " secret Jewish
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